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Sherbrooke will vibrate to the rhythms of the 
Sahara and Indigenous drumming this summer 
The Intercultural Project between Canada and Morocco will provide an opportunity  
for dialogue and exchanges between musicians from both countries, as well as with 
the public. 

 
 
After a successful first Intercultural Project in Morocco in October 2017, Marchande d’idées is pleased 
to announce—in partnership with the Festival des traditions du monde de Sherbrooke (FTMS)—a 
new edition of her on-going project, which will take place in Sherbrooke from August 10-12, 2018. 
This partnership will allow for a musical residence and exchange between Daraa Tribes from the Drâa 
River Valley in Morocco and Red Tail Spirit from Canada. 
 
This will be the second time that the FTMS will offer a musical residency as part of its programming, 
having hosted several Moroccan artists in 2010 as part of an exchange with the Festival Gnaoua and 
World Music of Essaouira. 
 
During three days, Daraa Tribes and Red Tail Spirit will draw on their own experiences and cultures to 
create a musical piece to be presented on the last day of the Festival. Festival-goers will witness a 
real mix of culture through music and workshops offered by each group. 

This will be  a first trip to Canada for Daraa Tribes whose members represent five different tribes: 
Gnawa, Saharoua, Amazigh, Regaga and Lkaaba. 
 
For the occasion, Red Tail Spirit will welcome, in their drumming circle, two Atikamekw musicians 
from Wemotaci in northern Québec, pianist Simon Denizart, as well as indigenous dancers. 
 
This year—in addition to the collaboration—Marchande d’idées is offering the guest group Daraa 
Tribes exceptional opportunities to share their culture and musical heritage in Canada's two largest 
cities, Montréal and Toronto.  

These two events—a show at legendary Club Balattou on August 15th at 9pm, birthplace of the 
International Festival Nuits d’Afrique, and another one at the 17th Annual Small World Music Festival, 

mailto:Marchandedidees@gmail.com
http://marchandedidees.ca/
http://marchandedidees.ca/en/projects/2017-intercultural-exchange-project-canada-morocco/
http://ftms.ca/
http://balattou.com/en/
http://smallworldmusic.com/
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on August 17th at 8pm—will allow people to discover an eclectic musical sound fusing the ancient 
tribal music of southern Morocco and desert blues. 

QUOTES 

“We are very happy to participate in this type of collaborative program. This will be our first trip to 
Canada and we are proud to be able to represent our culture and share the diversity and peace of 
different tribes of the Drâa Valley in Morocco."  

Mustapha Aqermim, Daraa Tribes 
 
"We cannot wait to welcome Daraa Tribes to Turtle Island. Just like Red Tail Spirit, Daraa Tribes is 
composed of musicians from different nations, and it will be fascinating to see how, together, we will 
create a few (musical) pieces. To achieve this, we will favor the exchange process. To understand the 
roots of their style, to explore their traditions, to expose ours while integrating our personal identities 
as well as our musical signature, that is the formula that we privilege".  

Wishe, Red Tail Spirit  
QUICK FACTS 

● The project between Canada and Morocco will take place in Sherbrooke from  
August 10-12, 2018. 

● To the delight of festival-goers, a musical piece resulting from this unprecedented 
collaboration will be presented on Sunday, August 12 at 5:30 p.m. 

● Daraa Tribes is a tribal fusion and saharan blues band from the oasis town of Tagounite in 
southern Morocco. They fuse their respective traditional tribal sounds with modern instruments 
to create their own musical style. 

● Red Tail Spirit is an Indigenous drum group from Canada. The group has performed in 
several locations including Trinidad and Tobago, France and the Sahara Desert in Morocco in 
2017. The group is often called to perform in special events. 

● The Festival des traditions du monde de Sherbrooke will hold its 21st edition from  
August 8 to 12, 2018 at Parc Quintal. The FTMS offers a journey across all continents in 
music, dance, gastronomy, crafts, and more. 

● Marchande d’idées interculturelles aims to develop intercultural exchanges between 
different communities in order to raise public awareness of their benefits, foster dialogue  
and create sustainable partnerships. 

 
ASSOCIATED LINKS 

● Festival des traditions du monde de Sherbrooke 
● Marchande d’idées interculturelles 
● Biographies - Red Tail Spirit 
● Biographies - Daraa Tribes 
● Un pow-wow au Sahara (La Presse) 
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http://marchandedidees.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Red-Tail-Spirit-eng-web.pdf
http://marchandedidees.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Daraa-Tribes-eng-web.pdf
http://plus.lapresse.ca/screens/2c63d8bc-c04b-4fce-81f5-2d785db21458__7C___0.html
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CONTACT 

For more information, please contact: 
 
Nathalie Lévesque, President and Founder 
Marchande d’idées interculturelles inc. 
647-224-9003 
marchandedidees@gmail.com 
 
Follow Marchandes d’idées interculturelles on social media: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/merchantofideas/ 
Twitter: @Marchande_idees 
Website: marchandedidees.ca/ 

mailto:Marchandedidees@gmail.com
http://marchandedidees.ca/
mailto:marchandedidees@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/merchantofideas/
https://twitter.com/Marchande_idees
http://marchandedidees.ca/


About Nathalie Lévesque
Nathalie Lévesque, president and founder of Marchandes d’idées interculturelles Inc. is 
part of a new trend of women entrepreneurs.

She grew up in rural Québec where she graduated in literature and languages. She 
moved to Toronto and pursued her studies in communication and human resources at 
the University of Toronto.

Nathalie has acquired a wealth of skills and knowledge in the arts and culture sectors. 
She has spent more than 13 years managing negotiations with independent record 
companies in Canada, the United States and Europe. Her professional background 
also includes ten years in documentary production, contract negotiations and conflict 
resolution.

Nathalie has an incredible passion for creative arts. A deeply ingrained part of her character is her innate commitment 
to grassroots and community projects.

In a very short time, Nathalie has established a vast network of contacts with the private, governmental and public 
sectors for the development of intercultural exchanges here and abroad.

These personal cornerstones also mean that she has an unending curiosity about other cultures and the human 
condition – and she has travelled far and wide to further the depth of her knowledge. 

This commitment to lifelong learning means that Nathalie never stops expanding her abilities and horizons.

Founded in December 2016, Marchande d’idées interculturelles inc. aims to develop 
intercultural exchanges between different communities in order to raise public awareness 
of their benefits, foster dialogue and create sustainable partnerships.

Highly skilled in decision making, leadership skills, contract negotiation and conflict 
resolution, MDI offers complete project management services according to the highest 
ethical principles with a focus on art and culture.

Art & Cultural Projects Management

@merchantofideas

@Marchande_idees
www.marchandedidees.ca

Marchande d’idées interculturelles inc.
marchandedidees@gmail.com
647-224-9003

https://twitter.com/Marchande_idees
https://www.facebook.com/merchantofideas/


Rykko Bellemare is a Canadian film actor, best known 
for his lead role as Shawnouk in Before the Streets 
(Avant les rues). He won the Prix Iris for Revelation 
of the Year, its award for debut performances, at the 
19th Prix Iris for his work in the film. A member of the 
Atikamekw nation from Wemotaci, Quebec, he is 
the brother of Kwena Bellemare-Boivin, who played 

his character’s sister in the film. He is a member of the Atikamekw 
traditional music group Northern Voice.

Nikan Boivin is a member of the Atikamekw nation 
from Wemotaci, Quebec. He is a drummer and 
singer with the Atikamekw traditional music group 
Northern Voice, and the brother of Canadian film 
actor Rykko Bellemare Boivin.

Passionate about music for almost 25 years, Simon 
perform today as a pianist, composer and keyboard 
player. Originally from France, he resides in Montréal 
since 2011. Signed two years ago with the Canadian 
label The  270 Sessions, Simon has three albums 
to his name and has won many awards such as the 

Public’s Choice Award at Rimouski Jazz Festival or Radio-Canada Jazz 
Revelation 2016-2017.

RED TAIL SPIRIT 
A collaboration with Rykko Bellemare and Nikan Boivin  
of Northern Voice, and the participation of Simon Denizart.

Nelson Akawui Riquelme-Catalan is a singer-songwriter 
of Quebec and Chilean origin. His father, Nelson 
Fernando Riquelme-Pincheira, introduced him to 
South American folk music at the age of three. He 
spent his childhood busking in the streets of Montreal 
and Vancouver with his father’s band, playing Andean 

music. These experiences along with his deep connection with 
his Amerindian-Chilean heritage have inspired Akawui`s unique 
musical blend. Winner of the 2015 Syli d’Or de la Musique du Monde, 
Akawui just released his first solo album  that mixes his native roots 
with a contemporary electronic sound. Akawui is passionate about 
connecting indigenous peoples internationally and has been a 
member of Redtail Spirit Singers drumming group since 2014.

The group is accompanied by dancers.

Wishe a.k.a. Tehoronhiahte wich means in Kanien’ké:ha 
“He is the blue sky” is the proud father of two children 
who grew up on the Kanehsatà:ke territory according 
to traditional values. After a successful career in the 
bicycle industry and cycling milieu at an elite level, 
Wishe was looking for a way to spend quality time 

with his kids who were pow-wow dancers at the time. Experienced 
in singing iroquois songs for some years, Wishe naturally took on the 
pow-wow repertoire and the big drum. Together they traveled “the 
pow-wow trail”.  After two years of apprenticeship, in 2004, the group 
RedTail Spirit Singers was born.  Its name inspired by his son’s regalia 
made of talons and feathers from a red tail hawk.

After more than 30 years on the pow-wow trail, Wishe is still  passionate 
about it. Never losing sight of the original mission, he will tell you that 
with respect, love, honesty, courage, humility, work and education 
come wisdom, freedom and happiness.

WISHE TREMBLAY AKAWUI RIQUELME-CATALAN

SIMON DENIZART

RYKKO BELLEMARE NIKAN BOIVIN



DARAA TRIBES 
TRIBAL FUSION & SAHARAN BLUES,, 

,. 
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